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Soft Opening is pleased to present a new
exhibition of works by Anne Libby.
		 Libby’s work considers the power struc
tures that surround us on a granular and macro
level—the latter via her use of plays of light
that subtly destabilise their mass. Dilated Sky,
the artist’s first solo exhibition at Soft Opening,
continues her observations of the exteriors of
glass-curtain buildings. Here, the shells of these
commonplace yet formidable urban structures
are seen opened out by light refracted from the
sky and bouncing from building to building to
create moments of unintended, organic exchange
between them. In the three sculptures on view,
each constructed from soft polyester and reflective
Scotchliteô material, brittle surfaces are translated
into quilts that capture the shifts in light on the
competing glass panes of these buildings as they
are viewed from the street. This dichotomy
between light and mass is amplified by Soft
Opening’s subterranean glassed-in atrium space,
itself situated below Piccadilly Circus, one of
London’s major hubs of commerce that is also
home to some of the city’s most arresting and
immersive neon and video displays.
		 “Dilation” is commonly associated with
a swelling of the pupil, and while the towering
stature of her subjects creates an oculus-like,
contained experience of the sky, the glass
windows that sheathe them—which Libby uses
as references—similarly expand its optical reach
in unpredictable ways. Captured light activates
these sculptures, shifting their register as the
viewer moves around them and giving them a
mesmerising biomorphic cast.
—Cat Kron

Soft Opening,

We stand urgently together with Black Lives Matter.
In support of the movement, 50% of proceeds
from the sale of all works in the exhibition will be
donated to the Marsha P. Johnson Institute and
Black Minds Matter UK. MPJI protects the human
rights of Black transgender people. Black Minds
Matter connects Black individuals and families
with professional mental health services across
the UK. We ask you, if you are able, to donate
to organisations dedicated to ending the racism
and violence that Black people and people
of colour face every day. A list of initiatives
to donate to is available here: https://linktr.ee/
nationalresourceslist

List of Works,
window...
Beaded Iris, 2020
Satin, batting, wood
57 × 25 in
(144.78 × 63.5 cm
Afocal (system), 2020
Satin, batting, wood
60 × 32 in
(152.4 × 81.28 cm)
Green Diaphragm, 2020
Satin, batting, wood
50.5 × 52 in
(128.27 × 132.08 cm)
See Also,
Soft Opening Herald
Street...
Tenant of Culture,
Outdoor Assemblage
13 May–30 June, 2020
4 Herald Street
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