
Olivia Erlanger
Planet Me
13-17 October 2021
 Booth H12

Frieze London
The Regent ’s Park
London, NW1 4LL

Soft Opening, 6 Minerva Street, London E2 9EH, +44 7800 715 247, info@ softopening.london



In Planet Me, New York-based artist Olivia Erlanger presents nine 
new sculptures scattered across the walls and hovering above a dark 
floor. The works - at once minute and monstrous - oscillate between 
resembling singular atoms and entire worlds. Struck through their 
glowing core, metallic arrows pierce each planet as if shot back down 
to Earth from the celestial realm. Much like the weapons of Eros, god 
of passion, or those that wounded the mortal warrior Achilles in his 
heel, these pointed darts reflect on the vulnerability of humanity. 

Continuing the artist ’s use of materials associated with basic 
technology, each sculpture is finished in a mineral found in lithium 
batteries. Cobalt, copper, sulphur, sodium, graphite and magnesium 
coat the works’ surfaces and initiate the basic construction of this 
power-generating unit. Vital in storing energy, a battery constitutes 
one element in a circuit, which in turn essentially functions as a 
metaphor for a solar system. The system imagined in Planet Me 
reflects on its own circuitry as Erlanger situates the viewer within an 
orbit of her own design.

Each work is titled by the latitude and longitude of significant 
locations from the artist ’s personal history including former residences 
as well as the local mall near her grandparents’ home in Virginia and 
her recent vacation accommodation in Greece. Specific yet arbitrary, 
these locations chart a lifetime of movement across a changing planet, 
tracing her environments from childhood to a lived present.

Citing references including the Perisphere at the 1939 World’s Fair 
in New York, Buckminster Fuller’s geodesic dome and the Flat-Earth 
movement, the artist exaggerates and undermines the use of the 
sphere in utopian design. Additionally, Erlanger’s non-functioning 
appliances emblematise a tension between design and decoration in 
the aspirational middle-class home to extend a project that examines 
how architecture, infrastructure and engineering frame American 
dreams and delusions. Rather than offering another escapist alternative 
to a traditional domicile or cityscape as in previous work, Erlanger 
reimagines absurdist, unviable surrogate environments and outcomes. 

The sculpted surface of each sphere depicts aerial views of sections 
of New England’s first information freeway, the Boston post road, 
the original commercial artery from which the first American suburbs 
developed in the mid-twentieth century. For Erlanger, this link 
between metropolis and suburb generates the same interdependent, 
energetic connectivity as an electrical circuit. Raw materials, 
provisions, waste and information all pass through the hierarchy of 
roadways, plumbing and cabling of any metamodern habitat or built 
world. Together, this group of works considers how over-consumption 
as a by-product of radical individualism acts as a topographical 
influence.
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Olivia Erlanger (b. 1990, New York, NY) lives and works in Los 
Angeles, CA. Her first institutional solo exhibition will be held at 
Kunstverein Gartenhaus, Vienna, Austria in early 2022. Recent solo 
exhibitions include Home is a Body, Soft Opening, London, UK 
(2020); Split-level Paradise, Bel Ami, Los Angeles, CA (2020); Ida, 
Motherculture, Los Angeles, CA (2018); Poison Remedy Scapegoat 
(with Nikima Jagudajev), Human Resources, Los Angeles, CA; 
mouths filled with pollen, And Now, Dallas, TX (2018). Recent group 
exhibitions include Liquid Life, Kistefos Museum, Jevnaker, Norway 
(2021); Psychosomatic, Various Small Fires, Los Angeles, CA (2021); 
In Situ, Marianna Boesky Gallery, New York, NY (2021); Winterfest, 
Aspen Art Museum, Aspen, Colorado (2020); Haunted Haus, Swiss 
Institute, New York, NY (2020); DIS Presents: What do people do all 
day? Kunsthalle Charlottenborg, Copenhagen, Denmark (2020); No 
Space, Just a Place, Daelim Museum, Seoul, South Korea (2020) and 
For a dreamer of houses, Dallas Museum of Art, Dallas, TX. Erlanger 
has presented work at: Galleria Zero, Milan, Italy (2019); Ly Gallery, 
Los Angeles, CA (2019); Capital Gallery, San Francisco, CA (2019); 
M + B, Los Angeles, CA (2018); Jonathan Ellis King, Dublin, Ireland 
(2017); CANADA, New York, NY (2017); Pilar Corrias, London, 
UK (2015); Centre for Style, New York, NY (2015); and Museo di 
Capodimonte, Naples, Italy (2014). Olivia Erlanger and Luis Ortega 
Govela co-wrote Garage (MIT Press, 2018), a secret history of the 
attached garage as a space of creativity, from its invention by Frank 
Lloyd Wright to its use by start-ups and garage bands. 
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34.044475879474845° N, -118.64673408513035 ° W, 2021
Cobalt, aquaresin, fiberglass, aluminum, LED lights, transformer, cable

70 × 64 × 37 cm
27 1/2 × 25 × 14 1/2 inches
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40.7612660284936° N, -73.96993672171108° W, 2021
Magnesium, chalk, aqua resin, fibreglass, aluminium, LED lights, transformer, cables

81 × 35 × 32 cm
32 × 14 × 12 1/2 inches 
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40.71875964843092° N, -73.99129010202795° W, 2021
Sulphur, aqua resin, fibreglass, aluminium, LED lights, transformer, cables

80 × 28 × 20 cm
31 1/2 × 11 × 8 inches
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37.350666455067966° N, 23.464661047493465° W, 2021
Silicone, aluminium, LED lights, transformer, cables

71 × 25 × 56 cm
28 × 10 × 22 inches

Olivia Erlanger



38.9173100271627° N, -77.22183907758908° W, 2021
Silicone, aluminium, LED lights, transformer, cables

76 × 47 × 38 cm
30 × 18 1/2 × 15 inches
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45.484151252919894° N, 9.243747380301704° W, 2021
Silicone, aluminium, LED lights, transformer, cables

40 × 35 × 69 cm
16 × 14 × 27 inches
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34.07763410214515° N, -118.29586209492896° W, 2021
Copper, aqua resin, fibreglass, aluminium, LED lights, transformer, cables

70 × 24 × 45 cm
27 1/2 × 9 1/2 × 18 inches
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45.50221109355191° N, -122.63449205090876° W, 2021
Salt, mother of pearl, aqua resin, aluminium, LED lights, transformer, cables

60 × 30 × 61 cm
23 1/2 × 11 3/4 × 24 inches
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41.149804553968735° N, -73.31752522169846° W, 2021
Graphite, aqua resin, fibreglass, aluminium, LED lights, transformer, cables

82 × 17 × 42 cm
32 × 6 3/4 × 16 1/2 inches
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Selected Work & Exhibitions



Liquid Life, 2021
Kistefos Museum, Jevnaker, Norway
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Liquid Life, 2021
Kistefos Museum, Jevnaker, Norway
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Psychosomatic, 2021
Various Small Fires, Los Angeles
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Mr. Held’s Class, 2020
Plexiglass, architectural model, urethane resin, dibond, lichen,  

charcoal, wood, acrylic paint, artificial snow #15
45 × 30 × 30 in (114.3 × 76.2 × 76.2 cm)
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Winterfest, 2020
Aspen Art Museum, Aspen, Colorado
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Your Presence is Encouraged, 2021
curated by Isabel Yellin

Private Address, Los Angeles
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Your Presence is Encouraged, 2021
curated by Isabel Yellin

Private Address, Los Angeles
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Home is a Body, 2020
Soft Opening, London
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Home is a Body, 2020
Soft Opening, 6 Minerva Street, London



Olivia Erlanger

5:13 PM, 2020
Miniature toilet, bathtub, shower, scale, rubber ducky, succulents, Evian plastic tile,  

resin, HDU foam, wood, MDF, polyester paint, plexiglass  
20 × 20 × 10 inches (50.8 × 50.8 × 25.4 cm)



11:34 AM, 2020
Miniature bed, dresser, Mac desktop, mic stand, white fender, dirty laundry, mirror, paint 

supplies, books, snowflakes, resin, HDU foam, wood, MDF, polyester paint, plexiglass  
20 × 20 × 10 inches (50.8 × 50.8 × 25.4 cm)
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3:07 PM, 2020
Miniature couch, armchair, knock off Noguchi Table, pink Macbook, dinosaur sculpture, 

water pail, cactus, cork floor, posters, books, resin, HDU foam, wood, MDF, polyester paint, 
plexiglass, 20 × 20 × 10 inches (50.8 × 50.8 × 25.4 cm)
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Wyndcliffe, 2020
Aluminium bars

42 x 42 x 42 inches (106.7 x 106.7 x 106.7 cm)
(OE11)



DIS presents: What Do People Do All Day? 2020
Kunsthal Charlottenborg, Copenhagen, Denmark
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DIS presents: What Do People Do All Day? 2020
Kunsthal Charlottenborg, Copenhagen, Denmark
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No Space, Just A Place
Daelim Museum, Seoul, South Korea, 2020
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Ida, Ida, Ida!, 2020
Silicone, polystyrene foam, MDF, plywood

72 × 24 × 9 inches (182 × 61 × 23 cm)
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For a Dreamer of Houses
Dallas Museum of Art, Dallas, Texas, 2020
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Split-level Paradise, 
Bel Ami, Los Angeles, CA
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Soft Kiss, 2020
Plexiglass, architectural model, urethane resin, dibond, lichen,  

charcoal, wood, acrylic paint, artificial snow #15
45 × 30 × 30 in (114.3 × 76.2 × 76.2 cm)
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Roseville, 2020
Plexiglass, architectural model, urethane resin, dibond, lichen,  

charcoal, wood, acrylic paint, artificial snow #15
45 × 30 × 30 in (114.3 × 76.2 × 76.2 cm)
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Ida
Motherculture, Los Angeles, CA, 2018
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Ida
Motherculture, Los Angeles, CA, 2018
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Ida
Motherculture, Los Angeles, CA, 2018

Olivia Erlanger



Body Electric curated by Attilia Fattori Franchini
BMW Open Work, Frieze, London, UK, 2017
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Body Electric curated by Attilia Fattori Franchini
BMW Open Work, Frieze, London, UK, 2017
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The Oily Actor, 
What Pipeline, Detroit, MI, 2016
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The Oily Actor, 
What Pipeline, Detroit, MI, 2016
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The Oily Actor, 
What Pipeline, Detroit, MI, 2016
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The Oily Actor, 
What Pipeline, Detroit, MI, 2016
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Dripping Tap,
Mathew, New York, NY, 2016
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Dripping Tap,
Mathew, New York, NY, 2016
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Dripping Tap,
Mathew, New York, NY, 2016
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Dog Beneath the Skin,
Balice Hertling New York, NY, 2015
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b. 1990 New York, NY
Lives and works in New York, NY

Solo Exhibitions

2022 Kunstverein Gartenhaus, Vienna, Austria (forthcoming)
2020 Home is a Body, Soft Opening, London
 Split-level Paradise, Bel Ami, Los Angeles, CA
2018 Ida, Motherculture, Los Angeles, CA
 Poison Remedy Scapegoat, with Nikima Jagudajev, Human 

Resources, Los Angeles, CA
 mouths filled with pollen, AND NOW, Dallas, TX
2017 Body Electric, curated by Attilia Fattori Franchini, BMW Open 

Work, Frieze, London 2017
2016 Dripping Tap, Mathew, New York, NY
 The Oily Actor, What Pipeline, Detroit, MI
2015 Dog Beneath the Skin, Balice Hertling,  New York, NY

Group Exhibitions

2022 Museum X, Beijing, China
2021 Del Vaz Projects, Los Angeles, CA
 Liquid Life, Kistefos Museum, Jevnaker, Norway
 Psychosomatic, Various Small Fires, Los Angeles, CA,  Your 

Presence is Encouraged, private address, Los Angeles, CA
2020 In Situ, Marianna Boesky Gallery, New York, NY
 Escapism, Meredith Rosen Gallery, New York, NY
 Winterfest, Aspen Art Museum, Aspen, Colorado
 Haunted Haus, Swiss Institute, New York, NY
 When You Waked Up the Buffalo, Nicodim Gallery, Los 

Angeles, CA
 Eigenheim, Soft Opening, London
 What do People do All Day? curated  by DIS,  

Kunsthal Charlottenborg, Copenhagen, Denmark
 No Space Just a Place, Daelim Museum, Seoul, South Korea 
 For a Dreamer of Houses, Dallas Museum of Art, Dallas, TX
2019 La Plage, Galleria Zerio, Milan, Italy
 Group Show, AND NOW, Dallas, TX
 TOTEMISTS, curated by Marie Heilich, LY Gallery, Los 

Angeles, CA
 We Burn Our Dreams To Stay Warm, Capital Gallery, San 

Francisco, CA
2018 Entangled Tales, organized by Juste Jonutye and Yates Norton 

Rupert, Vilnius, Lithuania
 Annex, organized by Jay Ezra, M + B Los Angeles, CA
2017 The New Human Agenda, organized by Cloud Burst Advisory, 

And Now, Dallas, TX
 Wormwood, curated by Todd Von Ammon, Jonathan Ellis King, 
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Dublin, Ireland
 Yes, I’ve had a facelift, but who hasn’t, 501(c)3 Foundation, LA, 

CA
 a.   or fifty thousand, with Luis Ortega Govela, 83 Pitt St, New 

York, NY
 Eric Schmid is an Idiot, Cave, Detroit, IL
2016 Other People’s Things, Brown University, Providence, RI
 Daydream from 2013, CANADA, New York, NY
 Huttendaesin, 15 Orient Ave, Brooklyn, NY
 Rage Farmer Rage Profiteer, Beautiful curated by Alivia Zivich, 

Chicago IL
 Blackboxing, Room East, New York, NY
2015 Natural Flavors, curated by Vivien Trommer, MINI/Goethe 

Curatorial Residencies Ludlow 38 New York, NY
 No Shadows in Hell, curated by Silvia Sgualdini Pilar Corrias, 

London, UK
 Playtime LAX, curated by Pierre- Alexandre Mateos and 

Charles Tessyou LAX, Los Angeles, CA
 Centre For Style U.S. Tour, Centre for Style, New York, NY
 Drawings l Fridges, Greene Exhibitions, Los Angeles, CA
 Under a Thawing Lake, Dark Arts International, Mexico City, 

Mexico
2014 The Go Between, Museo di Capodimonte, Naples, Italy
 Today: Morrow, Balice Hertling, New York, NY
 Man v. Evolution, Galerie Hussenot, Paris, France
 Far Dolce Niente, Marbriers 4, Geneva, Switzerland AirBnB 

Pavilion curated by ayr, 14th Venice Architecture 
Biennale, Venice, Italy

 Material Uncertainty, Fluxia, Milan, Italy
2012 Songs on Conceptual Art, Museum of Contemporary Art, Los 

Angeles, CA

Curatorial

Co- Director of Grand Century, New York, NY

Grants and Nominations 

2016 BMW Open Work, Frieze Art Prize, Frieze London 2017 Rema 
Hort Mann Foundation Nominee, New York, NY

2015 Austrian Cultural Council, with Anna-Sophie Berger, Vienna, 
Austria, 2016 Rema Hort Mann Foundation Nominee, New 
York, NY

2011 SAAB Grant, Lewis and Clark College, Portland, Oregon

Screenings

2019 Garage, Dis.art
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 Garage, Rough Cut Screening and Q+A, ICA London

Lectures & Talks

2019 SVA Art History Department, New York City, NY
 SVA Design and Research Department, New York City, NY
2018 Gavin Brown’s Enterprise with Felix Burrichter, New York 

City, NY
 Hennessey + Ingalls, Discussion and Signing, Los Angeles, CA
 Passionfruit with Marie Heilich, Mother Culture, Los Angeles, 

CA
2016 Visiting Artist Lecture, Brown University, Providence, RI
 Lecture Hate Suburbia with Luis Ortega Govela, Architecture 

Association
 Hate Suburbia with Luis Ortega Govela, Temple Radio\
2015 moke and Mirrors: Staged Arguments and the Legitimation of 

Artistic Research NIDA Doctoral School, Nida, Lithuania
 Stay with Me with AirBNB Pavilion, Idea City sponsored by 

New Museum New York, NY

Residences & Visiting Artist

2019 SVA, Visiting Artist
2018 Sci Arc, Visiting Artist for Crit
2016 Visiting Artist at Brown University, Providence, RI
2015 Rupert, Vilnius, Lithuania
2013 Anderson Ranch, Aspen, Colorado
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Pin Up Magazine, 2019
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The New Yorker, 2019
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Los Angeles Magazine, 2018
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