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Don’t Miss These Seven Pieces at the 15th Edition of Frieze New
York, Open Now at The Shed

By J. SCOTT ORR May 13, 2025

Frieze New York (https://www.frieze.com/fairs/frieze-new-york)opened its doors at The Shed on Wednesday amid an air of
optimism that, for the first time in years, seemed like more than just tired industry spin. 
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Joanne Burke, Starrchamber, brought to Frieze by Soft Opening, London. Photo by Jamie Lubetkin

Joanne Burke

Soft Opening (https://www.softopening.london), London

Joanne Burke’s small bronze sculptures look like artifacts from a civilization that never existed. In works such as Divers Arms
and Starrchamber, fan-like fringes, folded metal planes and shell-like forms suggest boats, fish, organs and ceremonial objects
all at once. Burke begins by pouring molten wax into cold water, a divination technique known as hydromancy, then translates
the resulting forms into bronze and aluminum. The process leaves room for chance, but the finished objects feel uncannily
precise. Brought to Frieze by Soft Opening, the body of work sits somewhere between surrealism, craft and alchemy.
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Advertisement

Five Emerging Artists to Watch at Frieze New York 2026
Featured in the Focus section, supported by Stone Island, these bold new voices offer experimental takes on family,
memory, glaciers and hair

IN FRIEZE NEW YORK | 13 MAR 26

 

Subscribe to our newsletter
For updates on the latest Frieze news and events.

Enter your email here

By signing up, I accept the Frieze Terms of Use.
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Joanne Burke | Soft Opening, London (Stand F02)

Joanne Burke begins her alchemical sculptural process by dispersing molten wax in water. Shaped into unpredictable

forms by its liquid element, the wax becomes the basis for Burke’s bronze and aluminium casts. At once abstract and

insidiously familiar, Burke’s sculptures will sit uneasily within glass vitrines on Soft Opening’s stand at Frieze New York.

Joanne Burke, Eave Compass Poynted, 2025. Cast bronze and aluminium 31 × 6 × 8 cm.
Courtesy: the artist and Soft Opening, London. Photo: Eva Herzog 
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