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Kaleidoscope, 2022

“Liminal spaces of queer desire, marginalized sexual practices, and homoerotic fantasy.” DEAN SAMESHIMA • MARGINAL MEN 

Berlin-based artist Dean Sameshima’s next 
solo show, “Being Alone,” is set to open in 
2023 at Queer Thoughts in New York. His 
photographs frequently feature a nostalgic 
view of the disappearing world of elements 
of gay culture, such as sex clubs, theaters, 
and specialized magazines and books. 

WORDS BY ANASTASIIA FEDOROVA For over two decades, artist Dean Sameshima 
has been exploring the fragile liminal spaces 
of queer desire, marginalized sexual practices, 
and homoerotic fantasy. Born in Torrance, 
California, in 1971, he’s never limited the 
sites of his artistic practice: from pop culture 
to public space, clubs, porn magazines, galler-
ies, cities, and minds. His work often involves 
manipulating presence and absence through 
imagery (a great example being his series of 
paintings titled “Numbers” (2007–) which in-
vites the viewer to connect the numbered dots 
to reveal the image). “Being Alone” (2022), 
his latest exhibition at Queer Thoughts gallery 
in New York, continues his strive to capture 
“spaces of escape, spaces of fantasy, spaces to 
get lost in. In the past these included sex clubs, 
fashion magazines, Britpop clubs, and books.”
In “Being Alone,” high-contrast silhouettes of 
men are captured against a glowing screen—
so bright that it appears to be blank. The se-
ries was shot in Berlin, where Sameshima is 
now based. The small, almost entirely deserted 
screening rooms of the city’s porn theaters 
evoke a fragile sense of intimacy. 
Sameshima admits that he is currently primar-
ily interested in “exploring where an older, 
Asian-American, gay man fits in this world.” 
He started photographing men in screening 
rooms as he was turning 50. “I was contem-
plating where I fit in, feeling in limbo in the 
communities I thought I was a part of,” he 
remembers. “I never felt comfortable within 
any mainstream group but balanced myself 
between the few that I felt I had some connec-
tions to (art, gay, Asian). I started to identify 
more and more with these ‘marginal men’ I 
was interacting with and less with any other 
group I previously thought I was a part of.” 
The porn theaters Sameshima captured are 
rapidly becoming obsolete in Berlin, his sub-
jects cemented in the contrasted monochrome 
as they find refuge through being alone and 
“leaving one reality to enter a safer one.”

Image courtesy of the artist, Queer 
Thoughts, New York, and O-Town House, 
Los Angeles. 
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